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People are Talking about

Formerly a grand avenue of embassies,
schools, and churches, Istiklal Caddesi,
Beyoglu’s main artery, has recently made
a comeback after 50 years of neglect.
Once again all of Istanbul comes to play,
shop, and eat, Its two most captivating
neighborhoods are Tiinel and the up-and-
coming Cukurcuma. At the southern-
most end of Istiklal Caddesi, Tiinel boasts
myriad galleries and shops, as well as chic
restaurants, cafés, and nightclubs. I
Italianate passageway lit up at nig @ with
torches and lanterns is KaVe Sprawl-
ing café whose fairy-tale am- # e

bience compensa g W e
occasionallyg®Muctant _Ej_
vice {TiiggfGegidi No

Contfuc along Soff#ili |
Sok#k to find Tiinel’s $est |
mf€vhanes (traditional
staurants) and galleries. =
Cukurcuma requires |
more of a treasure-hunt men-
tality. Fanning off upper Is-
tiklal Caddesi to the south.
vou'll find a tangle of sloping
streets where galleries and 2%
Otloman antiques shops butl |
up against old-school bak-
eries serving simits (a cross
between a sesame bagel and
apretzel). Don’t miss A La
Turca, which feels more like
the sumptuous residence of
an obsessive rug collector
than a carpet emporium.
Owner Erkol Aksoy, an an-
tiques dealer and the neigh-
borhood’s self- appointed
mayor. will gladly olfer you
a glass of sherry as you explore four sto-
ries of Anatolian kilims, rugs, and ceram-
1cs (Faikpasa No. 4; 90-212-245-2933), Just
around the corner is Nuran Terzioglu's
Galerie Apel, which showcases the work
pl some of Turkey’s most welHknown and
dxperimental artists (Hayriye Cad. No. 7;
SR 12-292-7236). Right next door is Koyu
kKalge, which serves fresh orange juice
and Cgppuccino under oversize umbrel-

las (HaWgye Sokak No. 5/2). Nearby, Yzé

man Antighan stocks everything f]
nineteenth-chtury embroidered piflises
to high-quality Ostigman fuggsTe (Faik-
pasa Sokak No. 41; 90-212-249-5188). To
cap off your jaunt through Cukurcuma,
have a bite at the Limonlu Bahce (Lemon
Garden). As you sit beneath the shade of
lemon trees on charmingly mismatched
furniture, you can watch Greek land
turtles roam around the large garden
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(Yenigarsi Cad. No. 98;90-212-252-1094).

Another short cab ride north will take
you to the intersection of Rumeli and
Tesvikiye Caddesis, the main thorough-
fare of Nisantasi, where the ladies who
lunch also shop. Check out Sema Pak-
soy’s self-named jewelry shop. The no-
madic Paksoy spent ten years collecting
beads, gems, and jewelry from across
Turkey and Central Asia. After an ap-
iceship in the Grand Bazaar, she
unveiled her own collection of reinter-
preted vitkage jewelry last year. “There

¥ sometimes I change every-
soy explains (Atiye Sokak No.

r-old Portakal Art and Culture
gise. Here, at [stanbul’s answer to
1eby’s, you can buy a sultan’s portrait
lluminated edicts. But buyer beware:
Ottoman antiquities are prohibited from
leaving Turkey (Mim Kémal Oke Cad-
desi No. 19, Nisantasi; 90-212-225-3713).

For a taste of young Istanbul, head to
Ortaky. This vibrant Bosporus enclave
was once the servants’ district of the neigh-
boring Ciragan Palace (today a Kempin-
ski Hotel). Ortakoy’s pedestrian-only
cobblestoned streets and glorious river-
side piazza are perfect for a stroll, especial-
ly on the weekends when locals arrive for
the Camden-like flea market. frave/»3537




